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Respect in a Moral Firm

	Does a firm have an obligation to consider the interests of all the affected stakeholders in any decision it makes? For a firm or a person to be morally correct they must treat others, who are affected by their decisions, with respect.
1. It is wrong for the firm not to take into account those affected by its actions. 
2. When a moral firm determines a course of action those who are affected by the decision deserve respect. 
3. Those affected by the firm that deserve respect, are its stakeholders. 
4. When a moral firm determines a course of action, it is wrong not to respect the stakeholders. 
In this paper I will present an argument that if sound, will demonstrate that when a moral firm makes a decision those who are affected by the decision deserve respect. I will then single out an important normative premise from the argument and present an analysis of why it is a true premise. I am only interested in analyzing a normative premise that if true, will be an important premise in an argument that if sound, demonstrates what a moral firm ought to do. 
The formal argument for a firm’s obligation to consider the interests of all the affected stakeholders in any decision it makes is:
1. When a moral firm makes a decision it is wrong not to consider the interests of the stake holders.
2. To respect a stakeholder in a moral firm is to consider their interests.
3. When a moral firm makes a decision those who are affected by the decision deserve respect.
If the premises of this argument are true then the conclusion must be accepted as it follows from the premises. If we are to perform morally correct action we should act in a manner consistent with sound arguments. 
In order to determine if the argument is sound, the first step is to determine if the premises are true. To accomplish this I will present an analysis of the second premise which states what we ought to do. The question is, are we showing respect to the stakeholders when we consider their interests? 
Autonomous responsible beings are capable of making and following their own laws. Anyone who recognizes that he or she is autonomous should recognize that he or she is responsible (Bowie, 1998). We should always treat other people with respect. And by respect, I do not mean the kind of respect exemplified by calling people by their appropriate title, rather the respect that is exemplified by never using other people merely as a means to your own end. To respect persons is to recognize them as autonomous beings and treat them accordingly. Our behavior is the product of our choices, and our choices are the product of what we take to be the best reasons for acting. And that is what makes us autonomous. We have our own goals and aspirations, we are capable of evaluating and weighing them against one another, we can reject or change them as we see fit, and we can determine how best to achieve those goals and then act accordingly.  Kant says “Human beings have unconditional worth; that is, we do not consider our own existence to be a means to some further end, but we consider it to be an end in itself.”  And when we consider the interests of others who are affected by the decisions we make we are showing them respect.
Why shouldn’t people who want the truth withheld from them withhold it from others who do not? The answer is simple. In such cases, they should respect the wishes of others. How the other person feels about being lied to matters more than how the would-be liar feels. Most philosophers agree that the moral point of view involves at least a commitment to take into account the interests of those affected by our actions (Bowie, 1998). A firm should not make decisions without taking into account the interests of those affected by those decisions. 
If we use Kant’s categorical imperative of universalization, we cannot universalize treating others as an object, because we do not want to be treated as an object ourselves. Not respecting others or considering their interests in decision making if they are affected by the decision is to treat them as objects. Therefore, we can say that treating someone else as an object, or treating them as a means to our own end is not respecting them. So, to respect a stakeholder in a moral firm is to consider their interests. And from this we can conclude that when a moral firm makes a decision those who are affected by the decision deserve respect. 
